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Cowboy words

In this book, you'll find lots of special words used
by cowboys. This list tells you what they mean
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calf - a young cow

cattle - lots of cows owat_ - s
corral - a big pen B

where cattle are kept

critter - a creature hogwash - nonsense
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prairie - a
big, grassy
lasso - a long area of land
rope with a loop

at one end pa - dad

ranch - a big farm for cattle - -
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stagecoach - a
small carriage
pulled by horses

rustler - someone
who steals cattle

roundup - when cattle are
gathered together by cowboys
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sheriff - a

policeman - \

spur - a pointed piece of metal,
often shaped like a star, on the
back of a cowboy’s boot

varmint - ¢

bad person

steer - a kind

of bull
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Chapter 1
| pter Johnny and his pa rode to

the green fields. They rounded

The rotten r
tten rustler up the cattle...
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ZANER SPUR Ran o led the
“ [ s ! € o
1 down the
hillside...
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It was spring at the Silver Spur
cattle ranch. Johnny Spur was
helping with the roundup.
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The next morning, Johnny
went to feed the cattle. He soon

saw something was wrong-

There were eight calves. ;
Johnny'’s pa branded each one 1
with a little picture of a spur,

Easy there,
Clementine!

belong to us,” said -,'Iglf'lle.d JOh Lk

Johnny’s pa.




“Where the heck is she?”
asked Mr. Spur.
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§ - 3 “Did you steal m{; calf,
N Aline officil her prints led - Hank?” shouted Johnny’s pa.
out of the corral. Johnny and -“Who, me?” said Hank. “I
his pa followed the trail... E | ain’t no rustler.”
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“There’s Clementine,” cried
Johnny, rushing up to a cqlf

“She’s mine,” shouted Hank,

pointing to his mark.

That's the
Horseshoe
Ranch symboal,

“Now get off my land!”
roared Hank. “Or I'll set
my dogs on you.”
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It wasn’t long before Hank
tiptoed up and took q cqlf.
Johnny followed the sneaky
tustler back to his ranch.
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Johnng Was sure Hank. wdas
o thief. That night, he hid by

¢he corral and waited.

Another easy
steal.
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Hank pulled the calf intg ¢ Johnny crept into the barn.

- barn. Johnny could clearly see

. He noticed some cans of paint
.. the Spur mark on the cqif

" on top of a barrel.

\xk{f-::. 2
| SQM\.{J@J ] | HmMmm. So that’s
o)) % what Hank did.
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Moments later, Hank and the
calf came out. But now the calf
had the Horseshoe mark.

/ Hank had fooled them! ow
Johnny had to prove it.
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The next day, Johnny visited
Hank’s ranch. He took his
pa and their friend, Chief
\, Running ther

«well they ain’t here,”
qrowled Hank. “So clear out.
~ «“Not until the chief has done

his rain dance,” smiled Johnny.
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>
“What do you critters want

how’ ' yelled Hank.
- “We've come for our cattle,”
- said Johnny firmly.
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Chief Running Water began
to dance. It was a special dance
to ask the sky spirits for rain.
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‘E-i‘Ha' ;nqp ped Hank. 1 don’t . showed the Spurs’ symbol.
i "?;Ifflve that hogwash.” “Hank tricked us,” explained
Yo aangtyicumb e hnny. “He painted his mark

sver ours.”

Thank you,_’ ‘ |
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The stolen calves were soon
back where they belonged. And
the local sheriff put Hank where
he belonged too — behind bars.
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