CHAPTER NINE

fl Stranger in the f
{orest

ne evening Robin was hunting in the forest. He
saw a knight riding an old, tired horse. The knight
wore the red cross! of the Crusader.

‘Good evening, young man,’ said the knight.
‘What is the name of this forest?’

‘This is Sherwood Forest, sir,” answered Robin.

‘Thave come from the Holy Land. I was there for many years. I
fought many wars against the Turks. Now I am very tired and
hungry,” said the knight.

Robin said, ‘Brave knight, come and eat with me and my men.
You can stay with us tonight.’

‘Thank you for your offer2. I am happy to accept it.’

1. cross: FH - 2. offer : #HEHH) -
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The two men rode through the forest together. Robin told the
stranger about greedy King John and his wicked sheriff. He told
him how the poor people suffered. He explained why he became
an outlaw. The stranger listened carefully.

There was a good meal of roast pork ! that evening. The st-ranger
liked the merry company of Robin, Marian and the outlaws. He
talked about his adventures in the Holy Land.

At the end of the meal, Robin stood up and said, ‘Let us drink
to good King Richard, and to his return!’

Everyone cheered and drank to good King Richard and to his
return.

Then the stranger stood up, took off his head-covering, and
said, ‘My friends, I must tell you the truth. I am not a knight. I
am your King Richard, also called the Lionheart!’

There was silence for a moment. The surprise was so great!
Then everyone at the table cheered and cried, ‘Welcome home,
King Richard!”

Everyone knelt > down. Robin said, ‘We thank God for King
Richard’s return.’

‘I am a lucky ? king. I have loyal people,” said King Richard,
with tears in his eyes. ‘I know that my brother John and his men
are dishonest * and greedy. Now I am here to punish the bad and
bring justice to all.’

King Richard looked at everyone and said, ‘You are not outlaws
anymore. You are now free men and all friends of mine. Robin, the
lands of Locksley are yours again! You can all leave Sherwood

1. roast pork : #514 o 3. lucky : 3B o
2. knelt: JETF - 4. dishonest : A3 -
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Forest and live as free men.’ There was great excitement ! in the air.

That night, King Richard slept in Sherwood Forest. The
following morning he rode to Nottingham with Robin, Marian
and his friends of Sherwood Forest.

When the Sheriff saw them, he ran away and never returned!

After the King’s return, Robin, Marian and Little John went to
Locksley. They lived a long and happy life. Some of the outlaws
returned to their old homes and villages. Some went looking for
adventure. Others became soldiers in the King’s army.

In everyone’s heart, there was a beautiful memory 2 of the
years spent in Sherwood Forest,

1. excitement : 34%F o

2. memory : [F[{Z -
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