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All in a day's work

6 ¢ Holder, before I explain things," said Holmes,
must tell you something. It's not going to be casy
for me to say it, and it's pot going to be easy for you 1o hear
it. Your niece, Mary, and Sir George Burnwell are lovers.
Yesterday she ran away with him.'
"My Mary?' said Holder. ‘Tdon't believe you. It isn 't truel’
T'm sorry, but it is,” said Holmes. "When Burnwell first
visited your house, you didn’t know much about him. But
he is one of the worst men in England — a liar and a thiel.
He lost all his money years age in the gambling clubs of
London.,

“Mary loved this handsome 2
nan. She met him every ¢ B
night at the window by
{he stable lane. Mary
xnew nothing of
men, and she was
soon under his

terrible power.




‘On the night of the crime,’ continued Holmes, Mary
met Burnwell by the window and told him about th-c
Emerald Crown. Burnwell thought, “I can get a lot of
money for this crown!” So he asked Mary, “Can you bring
it to me later this evening?” And she said, “Yes."

‘When you came downstairs, Mary stopped speaking to
Burnwell and guickly closed the window. She then told
you about Lucy meeting her admirer. That was the truth,
of course, but it happened earlier.

‘Arthur went fo bed after his angry talk with you. He
slept badly, and got up in the night when he heard a noise.
He looked out of his door, and saw Mary go into your
office. She came out with the crown, and took it
downstairs. Arthur went after her, and saw more.
Downstairs Mary gave the crown 0 somebody through
the open stable lane window. After that, she went back to

her room. -
‘Arthur loved Mary, and he didn't want people to know
about her crime. But he needed to get the cx:owu back, so
he dressed quick& and went downstairs. He jumped out of
thcwmdoWwithoutanysbocson. and ran after a man in

the stable lane, It was. of course, our friend Burnwell. :
: pulled Burowell down into the snow. Then he hit
mm{ the eye. The men pulled at the crown

| i uddenly something broke, and the crown

tl;chnm closed the window behind
to your office. The crown Wwas

»e. and he wanted to put it right.
 said Holmes. -
all wildly at e




e v in the stable lane.
f  footprints were




came from the window out intothe lane. They too went down to bood this is re
the tree. In the snow | could see the story of a fight et e vl
hetween the two men. | found some blood thers i
Then the first set of footprints went off
down the lane. The second set of
footprints came back to the window
You remember when, in your
house, | looked carefully at the
window by the lane. | saw &
footprint of the man with no
shoeg there, so he came
back in through the
window, | knew,
| started to undarstand
the case better. The man
with no shoes was Arthur.
But | had two questions.
Who was the man in the
{ane? And who brought
the crown to this man?
Waell, it wasn't Arthur,
so Mary or one of
the maids was
the guilty one.
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E‘-‘ Arthur's silence was important. He wanted o protect

e somebody. It wasn't Lucy o the younger maids - it was Mary,
because he loved her

~ Butwho helped Mary with the crime? Mary was a good young
woman. But perhaps a lover had power over her and made her
da this terrible thing. So who was her lover?

Only one or two visitors came to your house, you said. One of
those was Burnwell. My friends told me about him some years
ago— he had a bad name with women then, and he has a worse
namé with women now.

But was Burnwell mlb the thief? | wanted to be sure. So,

,.Mwmmmmmmy | went home and put on

'l 4 ’:m mmmmnn visited Burnwell's house and
to _.toldmnmoiu!crutingﬂtmgs.mdl

Wmhmem
! Mputonwusuu coat,
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and he stood o, ) 2 el
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walson. And with that |} o
" " . g ‘
| looked at Burnwell's old shoe on the table in fro

of me.,

“You alwavs find the answer In the end, Holmes,' [ said

‘It's all in a day’s work, Watson,' smiled Holmes.
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